Plato, The Allegory of the Cave
Part 1: After watching the Animated Film adaptation of the Allegory of the Cave, answer the following questions.
1. What do you think these things symbolize?
The cave – 
The fire – 
The prisoners – 
The shadows – 
The shackles – 
The light –
2. What is an example from today’s world of a person “imprisoned in a cave” or somehow brainwashed?
3. How would you help that person see through the delusion?
4. A famous quote from Socrates, “The unexamined life is not worth living”, means what in the context of the allegory?
Part 2: After watching, The Matrix and the Cave, answer the following questions with complete sentences.
1. In the movie, The Matrix, how are human beings imprisoned?
2. Neo, the hero of the movie, represents what character from the Allegory of the Cave?
3. In our world today, are there people who are exploited so that other people may benefit?
4. What lies are told to these people to keep them under control? 
Part 3: After reading the English translation of Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, answer the following questions with complete sentences.
1. In line 30, Socrates describes a prisoner being released, how does the prisoner first react to this?
2. In lines 50-55, the prisoner is slowly adjusting to the real world, which of Plato’s 7 philosophical assumptions is being introduced here? Explain.
3. What realization does the prisoner have after seeing the sun (lines 57-68?
4. What happens in line 80-87 to the freed prisoner? 
5. In lines 93-98, Socrates explains his opinion about the state of human beings in society. Put this opinion in your own words. 
6. What are the two kinds of “bewilderments of the eyes” (line 109)? What do these two forms of confusion represent?
7. Which of Plato’s 7 philosophical assumptions (listed on first page of handout) is found in line 120?
8. Based on what Socrates says in lines 150 – 170, what kind of person does he think would make the best government leaders (“ministers of State”)?
9. What does Socrates think the goal of rulers should be (lines 196 – 205)?
10. Socrates believed the act of carefully examining every aspect of life was a unique form of learning that he called “philosophy”. Do you think that this form of learning continues to be valuable in the modern world? Are there lessons that can only be learnt by philosophy? Why or Why not? (Please write your answer in 3-4 complete sentences on the back of this sheet)
