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“Harrison Bergeron”: the Cartoon Strip
Much of the satire we find today is in the form of cartoons. Cartoonists can use pictures to exaggerate human flaws (hyperbole) or to point out contradictions (irony).
YOUR GROUP TASK is to create a large cartoon strip that uses pictures to display the absurd or ridiculous moments in “Harrison Bergeron”. The following rubric will be used to evaluate your cartoon.
	Advanced = A
	Proficient = B
	Basic = C
	Below Basic = D or F

	· Relates a clear sequence of events
· Includes at least six scenes from the story
· Pictures and words (bubbles or captions) accurately depict details from the story
· Cartoons imaginatively capture the exaggerations and contradictions in the story (hyperbole and irony)
· Pictures are large and dark enough to be easily seen on the wall. 
· The cartoon strip is presented in a neat and appealing way.
· Paragraph on the back clearly explains the theme with relevant details from the story and commentary.
	· Relates a clear sequence of events
· Includes at least six scenes from the story
· Pictures and words are based on details from the story
· Cartoons effectively show hyperbole and irony from the story
· Pictures are large and dark enough to be easily seen on the wall. 

· The cartoon strip is presented in a neat and appealing way.
· Paragraph explains the theme with adequate details and commentary.
	· Sequence may be less than clear
· May only include four or five scenes
· Cartoons seem to be based on the story, but may lack clear details
· Cartoons may not be exaggerated enough; irony may not be evident
· Pictures may not be quite large or visible enough
· Some attempt at neat presentation has been made
· Paragraph attempts to explain the theme.
	· Sequence may be confusing 
· Includes fewer than four scenes

· Cartoons bear little resemblance to details from the story

· No evidence of hyperbole or irony

· Pictures may be too small, too light, hard to see

· The product is sloppy and unappealing

· Paragraph is missing or incomplete / unclear


Group Process and Procedures
1. Carefully review the instructions and rubric for this assignment.

2. Use your book and handouts (satire worksheet, plot diagram) to help you brainstorm a list of potential scenes to include in your cartoon strip. Each group member must contribute at least two ideas to the list.

3. Discuss these possibilities until your group agrees on six or more scenes that you will include in your cartoon strip.
4. Quickly sketch your ideas on scratch paper so you have a clear plan for your comic strip. You may assign one person to sketch while the others contribute ideas.
5. Send a person from your group to get supplies for your final draft: white butcher paper and up to 6 colored markers. 

6. Even though some members of the group may be more artistic than others, every member must work on the final draft. Perhaps some will draw while others color in lines or write captions.
7. When you are finished, write a paragraph on the back of your cartoon strip that explains what point about society or human nature Kurt Vonnegut was making in his story and how each scene in your cartoon strip develops this point. Each person in the group must help with this paragraph.
Possible sentence starters for your paragraph: 

In his story “Harrison Bergeron,” Kurt Vonnegut makes the point that . . . . 
He establishes this by . . .

This shows . . .
Vonnegut uses this to ridicule . . .

Satire--using humor (ridicule) to point out flaws in human nature or society.









