Marcum

Recognizing Satire in Harrison Bergeron

Satire is when an author uses __________ or _____________to point out flaws in ____________  _________ or _________. 

	Example
	What is ridiculous about this passage?
	What aspect of society  or human nature is the author criticizing?

	“Every twenty seconds or so, the transmitter would send out some sharp noise to keep people like George from taking unfair advantage of their brains.”


	It is ridiculous to think that using your brain would be considered “unfair.”
	The author is criticizing how people sometimes worry too much about making everything fair.

	The ballerinas “were burdened with sashweights and bags of birdshot, and their faces were masked, so that no one, seeing a free and graceful gesture or  a pretty face, would feel like something the cat drug in.”


	It is ridiculous that . . .
	The author is criticizing . . .

	“If I tried to get away with it, then other people’d get away with it—and pretty soon we’d be right back to the dark ages again.”
	It is ridiculous to think that society would return to the “dark ages” if everyone wasn’t equal.


	The author is criticizing how people or governments sometimes overreact to problems in society.

	“Two years in prison and two thousand dollars fine for every ball I took out.”


	It is ridiculous that . . .
	The author is criticizing . . .

	“It wasn’t clear at first as to what the bulletin was about, since the announcers, like all announcers, had a serious speech impediment.”


	It is ridiculous that . . .
	The author is criticizing . . .

	“In the race of life, Harrison carried three hundred pounds.”


	It is ridiculous that . . .
	The author is criticizing . . .

	“It was then that Diana Moon Glampers, the Handicapper General, came into the studio with a double-barreled ten-gauge shotgun.”


	It is ridiculous that . . .
	The author is criticizing . . .


Thinking about the Story

1. Describe your reaction to the ending of the story.

2. Think about these values that you discussed earlier in small groups:

Freedom
Equality
Diversity
Community

Fairness

Which of these does the society in the story seem to value?

Which of these does Harrison Bergeron seem to value?

3.  Think of a time when you or someone you know disagreed with 

