
Study Questions for War Prayer by Mark Twain 

1. The “time” is described as ______and ____________ excitement.

2. What does this imply about the time of War in the story?

3. “In every breast burned the ____________ fire of _________________.”

4. What image of war supporters does this give?

5. List 5 characteristics of supportive activity done during the daytime.

6. What happened “nightly” in the “packed mass meetings”? (List 3 things)

7. What happened to “rash spirits” who “ventured to disapprove of the war” and “cast a doubt upon its righteousness”?

8. What does this say about those who “dissent” from the “majority”? 

9. Implications of “Freedom of Speech”?

10. What was happening on Sunday morning?

11. What was to happen on Monday morning?

12. List 3 characteristics of their dreams/visions of the war battles.

13. How did the volunteers envision returning home?

14. What is the “noblest of noble deaths”?  

15. Explain the significance of this quote.

16. What chapter was read in the Sunday sermon? 

17. What were the words in the “invocation” ?  

18. What view of God does this give the reader?

19. The prayer is described as “None could remember the like of it for _____________ pleading and __________ and _____________ language.

20. How does this description of the prayer fit with what the prayers were asking for?

21. List 3 things the prayer asked God to do for “our noble soldiers”.  

22. List 3 characteristics of the stranger who entered the church while the pastor was praying.

23. How are the eyes of the stranger described?  What does this imply?

24. Where does the stranger say he came from?

25. “The words smote the house with a shock” – What does this mean?

26. “If the stranger perceived it he gave no attention”.  What does this say about the stranger?

27. What is the messenger’s job to do for the church congregation?

28. What does the messenger say about the “payers of men” in that ______________________________________________________-except he pause and think.

29. What does this statement imply about people in regards to what they ask for from God?  

30. How is the “one prayer actually two”?  Explain.

31. What example does the messenger give in regards to asking for a blessing in prayer? (crops)

32. Why does the messenger say the prayer was spoken “ignorantly and unthinkingly”?

33. Explain “When you have prayed for victory you have prayed for many unmentioned results which follow victory-must follow it, cannot help but follow it.”

34. “….our young patriots, ___________ of our ____________”.

35. How does the above description of the soldiers contrast to the earlier description of the men going off to battle?  Explain.

36. List 5 requests in the unspoken prayer from the messenger.

37. “We ask it, in the ___________ of _________, of _________ who is the ___________ of ___________ and who is ________________________ refuge and ________ of all that are _______ beset and seek His ________ with _______________ and _______________ hearts.  Amen”
38. Explain the “irony” in the previous statement.

 “Ye have prayed it; if ye still desire it, speak.  The messenger of the Most High waits.”  

39. Explain whether or not you believe the congregation spoke up and asked for the “War Prayer” to be answered in full (both spoken and unspoken) or if you believe the congregation took back the prayer and rethought their request.  

“It was believed afterward that the man was a lunatic, because there was no sense in what he said”  

40.  Explain the significance and the implication of the above quote in reference to the character of humankind.  In other words, what does this say about how people respond to views other than our own?

